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FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK
FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK

It is hard to believe that another decade is about 
to end and a new one is about to begin. It’s hard 
to believe that in just a few days the Christmas 

Season will be here with all of the traditions and 
gatherings and festivities.  Sometimes it seems 
that all of the gatherings, traditions, and festivities 
make this time of year stressful, burdensome and 
depressing as many try to do too much, spend too 
much and rush too much.  Sometimes a “silent 
night” of reflection, meditation, and appreciation 
can do more for the human soul, than all of the 
sales, malls, and parades. 

This Christmas, my hope and prayer for all of us, 
is that we pause for a moment and really 
understand that the gift that came to 
the world that first Christmas was grace. 
Amazing grace came to the world in the 
most humble of ways for all who would 
want to receive it. In a world filled with 
hate, oppression, and paganism came 
a light that would shine in the darkness. 
A light that would illuminate the darkest 
of hearts, and offer the greatest of gifts.  
A child would be born to give the gift 
that would truly keep on giving, and 
that would be the gift of grace. 

The Bible tells us it was “by grace we 

BY DR. MARK CROSBY

are saved through faith” (Eph. 2:8). It is grace that 
gives us the hope, the assurance, and the blessing 
of forgiveness, abundant living, and eternal 
life.  Once you receive this gift you know it, you 
embrace it, and you celebrate it, as it changes 
you and as it changes your future forever. 

So this Christmas receive His gift, share His gift, 
and celebrate the gift of God’s grace. It is the gift 
that keeps on giving forever. 
Come out this Christmas season as we celebrate 
the gift we all need, the gift of God’s grace. 

Hope to see you on Sunday.
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NEW MEMBERS CLASS

NEW MEMBERS BY SAM LOBELLO

We Welcome Our 
New Members!

Marilyn Curtis

Warren Curtis

Vicki Rockford

We welcome you to 
the Live Oak Family!

There will be a New Member 
Recognition in each of 
the Worship Services on 

Sunday, December 29. The 
names of those who have joined 
Live Oak Church over the last 
three months will be called in 
each service. Simply attend your 
normal Worship Service and 
come to the front when your 
name is called.

We are excited about what God 
is doing at Live Oak Church 
and look forward to our journey 
together!
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LOOK AROUND, REACH OUT, LIFT UP

LOOK AROUND, REACH OUT, LIFT UP BY DAVID ORGES

The Christmas season is in full swing, and 
quite honestly, it’s absolutely wonderful! 
There’s nothing like houses being 

decorated inside and out. Christmas trees 
up. Garland abounding. Neighborhoods are 
ablaze with the magic of twinkling lights hung 
from eves shining bright for all to see. My 
hope is that your house will smell like fresh 
baked gingerbread and homemade cookies 
at least a few times this month! It is finally 
Christmas time! 

The level of joy that comes with Christmas is 
unmatched, and the excitement is palpable. 
It truly is the most wonderful time of the year! 
But let’s be honest, in the world we live in, 
there always has to be a controversy. 

There’ll inevitably be some crusade or campaign 
sparked by outrage over a corporation’s political 
or moral stance this year. Maybe an attack on a 
company that says Merry Christmas and displays 
a nativity scene. Or maybe because a company 
doesn’t say Merry Christmas or have the right 
design on their cups. I don’t know what it will 
be this year, but there will surely be a culture 
crisis surrounding Christmas that brings lots of 
controversy. #Boycott______.

Sadly, people rarely get riled to action against 
true injustice. Poverty. Homelessness. Brokenness. 
Loneliness. Things that truly devastate lives. Real 
issues that are attached to real people. What if we 
were so moved by real circumstances, affecting 
real people, that we were spurred into action? 
Isn’t that what Christmas is all about? God saw a 
real problem (death caused by sin) attached to real 
people (you, me, all of humanity) and was spurred 
into action (giving us Jesus). God saw it. God felt 
it. God did something. 

This Christmas teach your kids to:

Look around : Matthew 9:35-36 Jesus saw the 
crowds and had compassion.
When we shift our focus from ourselves and start 
to look around through the eyes of Christ we will 
begin to see the needs of others. And when you see 
needs, I can promise you that if you’re a follower 

of Jesus, the Holy Spirit will move you to compassion. 
Teach your kids to look around and see people a Jesus 
saw them. 

Reach out : James 2:16 If you say go and be warm, what 
good is that?
When we’re moved to true compassion, we can’t 
simply speak well wishes and be on our way. Our faith, 
our example, the God we worship, demands action. 
Acknowledging somebody else’s need is important, but 
James says it’s just plain right un-Christian to see it and 
do nothing. The Christian faith is, and has always been 
a faith that produces action. Teach your kids to follow 
God’s lead and reach out. After all, He gave us His Son.

Lift up : James 5:17 Praying for those in need does 
indeed have a healing effect.
Pray with those you reach. Yes with, not just for. There 
is something incredibly powerful in the praying with 
someone whose needs you have just met. It gives reason 
to why you just met those needs. Just like faith without 
works is dead, works without an explanation of faith just 
leads people to place faith in humanity. Teach your kids 
to help people place their faith in the same God you and 
I worship.

Let’s follow God’s lead this Christmas. Let our families 
learn to Look Around, Reach Out, and Lift Up. We get to 
help others truly know that Christmas is indeed, the most 
wonderful time of the year.
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BY TRENT BARNETT
AND SETH DOIGA

LIVE OAK WORSHIP

CHRISTMAS IS FOR WORSHIP

Our 11:30 Praise Band “Purpose” has released 
a new Christmas album! These recordings 
feature many of your favorite songs and 
arrangements from the Christmas season. “A 
Christmas With Purpose” is now available on 
all your favorite music streaming platforms - 
Spotify, Apple Music, Amazon Music, Pandora, 
etc. Physical copies are available by donation 
in the lobby on Sundays or in the office during 
the week.

On Sunday, December 15th 
at 6pm, our Children’s Choir 
will perform a new Christmas 

musical - CAKE: Christmas Acts of 
Kindness Experiment. This musical 
is a fun one, with engaging songs 
and a great message. Come out 
that night to support our kids and 
be encouraged to share the love 
of Christ in our community leading 
up to this Christmas season (and 
beyond).
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BY TRENT BARNETT
AND SETH DOIGA BY CHRIS LACARA

MAINTENANCE REPORT

Live Oak Church has helped with 
opportunities to help others serve in 
our community and help those in the 

community to serve our church. These 
opportunities lead to seeing people of 
all different age groups in our church 
and community serving. 
One of these recent 
opportunities saw Live 
Oak Church working 
with a serve team 
from Live Oak High 
School. These students 
came to our church 
on Saturday morning 
and helped to clean up 
our facilities. They did 
everything from raking 
leaves, pulling weeds, 
and cleaning windows 
around our campus. The 
team was head up by 
Mrs. Melissa Giering, a 
teacher at Live Oak High 
School. The students 
learned to serve with a 
thankful heart and that is 
what serving is all about. 
Also, it is a great thing to see several 
students on 
the serve 
team are 
involved in 
our student 
ministry 
program. I know that I am thankful to see 
these students serve and showing them 
how to serve.

MAINTENANCE REPORT

Chris Lacara 
Live Oak United 

Maintenance Director
chris@loumc.org 

THANK YOU
We are also looking for some extra 
weekly volunteers to help with the set-
up of our 10 a.m. service in the Family 

Life Center. We have 
some great volunteers 
that are already helping 
with these tasks, but we 
would love to see some 
new faces get involved. 
The set-up team meets 
around 7:30 each Sunday 
and is usually finished 
before the start of the 8 
a.m. service. We have a 
great time of fellowship 
while preparing our 
Family Life Center as a 
place for worship as we 
welcome people in to 
our church.  If you are 
interested in helping 
out with either of these 
opportunities, please 
contact the church office 
or e-mail me at 
Chris@loumc.org.

LOOKING FOR 
VOLUNTEERS
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MINISTRIES

HIGH SCHOOL MINISTRY

December is upon us, and that means 
Christmas time! It also signifies a 
time of schedule changes in Student 

Ministry. We will not be having Student 
Ministry on Wednesday, December 25th, or 
January 1st. I know two weeks in a row is a 
lot, but we will back on January 8th ready 
to start the new year off right! So enjoy time 
with family over the holidays, and remember 
to stay in God’s word daily, giving thanks to 
him for the life, family, and friends we have. 

Now, missing two Wednesday nights this 
month doesn’t mean ministry won’t be 

BY CAMERON MCKENZIE

happening. Every Sunday morning at 9 
and 10 Focal Point (High-school ministry) 
has Sunday school upstairs in the FLC. In 
the 9 o’clock class, Mrs. Linda Johnson 
is sure to bring the word, with engaging 
demonstrations and in depth study. I heard 
last month she even brought some live 
quails to class during a study of Exodus. 
During the 10 o’clock hour, I am currently 
leading a study on the book of Revelation, 
so if you’ve ever been interested in what’s 
going on at the end of the Bible, and are 
in grades 9th-12th be sure to stop by! We 
always end class with a few games of Smash 
Brothers or Mario Cart too! 

Christmas time is always a busy time for 
our High-schoolers as we attend our annual 
Winter Retreat. Leaving on December 26th, 
we take a drive to Gatlinburg, TN for a 
week full of worship and fellowship growing 
closer together as we learn about Christ. 
This year we will be attending Xtreme 
Winter Conference and are expecting it to 
be a blast! 

Interested in what the messages for Student 
Ministry’s December series is? Go check out 
Jr. High Minister Carl Doescher’s article in 
this month’s newsletter. 

Cameron McKenzie 
Live Oak United High School Minister

cameron@loumc.org 
(225) 305-2197
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MINISTRIES

JUNIOR HIGH MINISTRY BY CARL DOESCHER

In the month of November, we were able 
to experience a huge win in 78Jump. 
One of our small group leaders shared 

her testimony about how God completely 
transformed her life. It is always amazing 
to witness God’s people standing up to 
answer what God is calling them to do. 
Now speaking in front of a bunch of junior 
high students can be intimidating but 
being vulnerable about where you were 
and how God brought you where you are 
today is a whole different ball game. The 
sharing of her testimony showed them 
two things. One is that we are people who 
live in a fallen world. The second being 
that our identity is not found in our past 
experiences, but our identity is found 
by the one who is with us through the 
experiences.  In the month of December, Student 

Ministry will begin a series called 
“Unwrapped”. This series is the series 
leading up to Christmas, which we will 
look at Christmas day being more than an 
event. For many, every year Christmas is a 
place to gather, a song to sing, or dessert 
to delight in, but in this series, we will be 
looking at the gift Christmas is. We will be 
preparing our hearts to receive God’s gift, 
rejoicing in the surprising gifts God gives 
us, and taking the time to enjoy God’s 
presence. 

Carl Doescher
Live Oak United Junior High Minister

carl@loumc.org 
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BY SAM LOBELLO

THRIFT STORE
MINISTRIES

LOUMC’s Thrift Store is here to serve our 
Watson community.  Our Store is open 
three days a week...Monday and Friday, 

11:00 AM- 2:00 PM; and Wednesday 8:00 
AM – 11:00 AM.  

We are grateful for our hard working Thrift 
Store Volunteer Team. Without  them this 
ministry would not be possible. There will 
be a Christmas Fellowship Luncheon at 
Peggy’s house on December 17th at 12:30 
PM for all our Thrift Store volunteers.

FOOD PANTRY

LOUMC’s Food Pantry is open on Mondays 
from 11:00 AM - 1:00 PM and Wednesdays 
from 8:00 AM - 11:00 AM. We are glad 

to join God in ministering to families in our 
Watson community throughout the year.

Our wonderful friends at Oak Point will again 

this year be raising funds for us through 
the holidays. Shoppers can purchased pre-
packed 10 dollar bags from the isle display. 
All proceeds will go to our Food Pantry.

If you have questions concerning our Food 
Pantry or would like to volunteer or give to 
our Food Pantry please contact Dale Clark, 
our Food Pantry Director at 243-5678. Thank 
you for supporting our Food Pantry Ministry 
with your time, offerings and prayers!

If you would like to join our Volunteer Team 
call our Thrift Store Director, Peggy Langois 
at 665-1314 or call the Church Office at 664-
4801. We would love to have you join us!



11November 2019  |  www.loumc.org  |  LIVEOAKCHURCH

MINISTRIES

BY STEPHEN HEBERT

1st Peter 1 : 3 - 9 (NIV)
3 Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! 
In his great mercy he has given us new birth into a Living 
Hope through the resurrection 
of Jesus Christ from the dead, 4 
and into an inheritance that can 
never perish, spoil or fade. This 
inheritance is kept in heaven 
for You, 5 who through faith are 
shielded by God’s power until 
the coming of the salvation that 
is ready to be revealed in the 
last time. 6 In all this you greatly 
rejoice, though now for a little 
while you may have had to suffer 
grief in all kinds of trials. 7 These 
have come so that the proven 
genuineness of your faith—of 
greater worth than gold, which 
perishes even though refined by 
fire—may result in praise, glory 
and honor when Jesus Christ is 
revealed. 8 Though you have 
not seen him, you love him; and 
even though you do not see 
him now, you believe in him and 
are filled with an inexpressible 
and glorious joy, 9 for you are 
receiving the end result of your 
faith, the salvation of your souls.

The holidays are here, and this is 
a tough time of the year for most 
people who have experienced 
loss in their lives. If you happen 
to be one of these people, as the 
holiday tide rolls in this season, 
don’t let it sweep you away into a tailspin of emotions. 
Instead, grab ahold of this “Living Hope” that Peter 
mentions in the Scripture above. By the time you are 
reading this, we will have already paused for Thanksgiving 
Day, and we are now inching toward the celebration of our 
Savior’s birth. It is through this special day, the Creator of 
the universe sent His only begotten Son into the world, to 
save the world through him. It is through Jesus’ birth, death 
and resurrection that we are given this Living Hope which 
leads us to our inheritance that awaits us in the heavenly 
realm. It’s not only an eternal inheritance that awaits us, 
but also a majestic reunion with our faith filled family and 
friends who have gone before us!
As this will be my 7th Christmas since the Christmas Eve 
we lost my Mom, from one griever to another, here are 3 
simple suggestions that may help you as the holiday tide 

rolls in:

1) In the coming days, it is important to surround yourself 
with supportive people that love 
you and care about you. These 
people will allow you the space 
to share your grief which will help 
bring further healing to your heart 
and soul. 

2) If possible, do your best to make 
plans ahead of time. Pray about it 
and choose the gatherings that fit 
you best. Chances are, you won’t 
be able to do everything, so there 
is no need in putting any extra 
expectations on yourself. 

3) Live out your faith. Engage in 
worship. Bring your gifts to the 
altar. Enjoy the fellowship of like-
minded believers, and be sure to 
take time for deep, spiritual prayer 
and devotion to our Lord.

As Peter wrote above, though 
we have had to suffer grief in all 
kinds of trials, this grief has come 
so that the proven genuineness 
of our faith may result in praise, 
glory and honor when Jesus is 
revealed. May I remind you that 
this amazing Day is coming soon? 
With every sunrise and every 
sunset, we are one day closer. In 
the meantime, while we await our 
heavenly inheritance, be sure to 

hang on tightly to the Living Hope that we have in our Lord 
and Savior Jesus Christ. He loves us, He cares about us and 
He wants us to rejoice in all that He has done for us! Merry 
Christmas Everyone! 
May the Lord bless you and keep you and give you peace 
this holiday season.

A LIVING HOPE

The Remedy 
for Grief During 

the Holidays
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MINISTRIES

MISSIONS ON THE MOVE BY CORALEE DAVIS

The missions committee is excited about 
the ladies conference that’s coming up 
in February. We work to seek out ways to 

serve community and world missions as you pray 
and give, we, the church, are the hands and feet 
of Jesus. Currently we help to fund ministries 
such as Good News Clubs and FCA in our area 
public schools. We also help support individuals 
that reach out to us as they plan to visit foreign 
countries to share God’s word and provide goods 
and services that would otherwise go unmet. 

It is an honor and privilege to serve in this 
capacity. We covet your prayers and appreciate 
the offerings that are received to see that the 
whole world hears the Good News of Jesus Christ.

GOD’S MONEY AND YOU BY JIM OTKEN

December.  The end of the year is upon us, 
and 2020 is at the doorstep.  But first, we 
will celebrate the birth of our Savior Jesus 

Christ.

As the end of my 13th year as treasurer of Live 
Oak Methodist approaches, I continue to be 
humbled by the responsibility before me and 
renew my commitment to excellence.  I want to 
extend a special ‘thank you’ to the ladies that 
count the contributions on Sunday.  Their sacrifice 
and volunteerism is so wonderful that it is worth 
shouting from the rooftops every Sunday.  We 
are a team, and I could not do this without them.  
They have a special place in my heart, and I love 
these ladies very much.

If you are a faithful supporter of Live Oak, I want to 
thank you as well.  Your financial donations week 
after week, and month after month, allow Live Oak 
to run the ministries that serve our community.  All 
of this does not happen without your support.

And if you are considering financially supporting 
Live Oak, I want to thank you for being open to 

the idea of giving and reading my newsletter 
article.  The goal of this article has always been 
to discuss financial support of the church in a 
manner that encourages the obedience and 
trust that is found in God’s Word. 

If I can be of assistance to you, please feel free 
to email me at jim@loumc.org.  If you would 
rather speak to me personally, you can contact 
the church office for more information.

Be encouraged, trust God in all areas of your 
life, and ask Him for guidance in your support 
of Live Oak.
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BY SAM LOBELLO

Our Gloves Ministry Team has been 
extremely active in recent months 
building ramps, steps and rails. Most 

of our Gloves Ministry Team are 65-75 years of 
age. They have a unique skill set with a heart 
to help others. However, the time has come 
to shut our Gloves Team down for the rest of 
2019 so they can recuperate and enjoy the 
holidays with their families.

Our team would love to have some younger 
volunteers come help out on their projects. 

GLOVES MINISTRY

MINISTRIES

SURRENDER ALL BAND BY JAMES MCKAY

LOUMC’s Surrender All Band  
was formed seven years ago 
out of our REFUGE Addiction 

Recovery Ministry. People with 
diverse gifts and talents came 
together with hearts of gratitude to 
serve God’s Kingdom and to honor 
His name. 

God has added others to our band 
while several founding members 
now re-invest themselves in ministry 
as God has opened new doors of 
service. Surrender All Band now 
includes Rick Raborn, myself (James 
McKay), as well as new members 
Toni Lynn Bozeman, Jaramy McKay 
and Katelyn McKay. 

The band has produced two albums 
and a music video. It ministers at 
churches, recovery centers and 
community events and is currently 
working on a Christmas album.

No one is expected to make every project, but 
the more volunteers we have, the more likely 
it is to have an adequate team present at each 
project. 

Greg Hooper is our Gloves Ministry Team 
Director. You can reach him at 304-3247 to 
volunteer. I am the Staff Member that oversees 
this ministry. You can reach me (Bro. Sam) at 
the Church Office at 664-4801 or my cell 266-
8954.
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men to be the spiritual leader of the family! Did you hear the 
horrific statistics from Pastor Mark’s message Sunday of the 
profound impact a father’s absence from the home has on 
the children? In addition, the impact it has on the children 
even when dad is there, but will not obey God and lead his 
family to worship, serve and honor Him with his life.

Dr. Mark, regarding our current culture preached a Sermon 
Series in November entitled...How Did We Get Here? Dr. 
Tony Evans says that our current culture is largely the result 
of many churches not emphasizing discipleship, thus today’s 

men have not been taught 
to live under the authority of 
Jesus’ Lordship. As a result, 
many men choose instead to 
live by their own desires. And 
here we are, with our current 
culture! 

We can do something about it. 
Our Live Oak men can rise up 
and commit ourselves anew 
to Jesus! We can determine in 
our hearts that we will follow 
Jesus in obedience...that we 
will submit to Jesus’ rightful 
rule over our lives as our Lord 
and Savior!

With that in mind I invite you 
to join us at Club 252 to see 
the movie, Kingdom Men 

Rise...No More Excuses. We will show this 90 minute movie 
featuring Tony Evans, Tony Dungy, Jon Kitna and Tim Brown 
on Tuesday, January 14th at 6:30 PM. The venue is our 
Men’s Steak Dinner Fellowship. Cost of Meal: $15. However, 
you can attend without purchasing a meal. Sign up at the 
Information Desk at the 
Connection Center.

Come join our Live Oak 
Men in committing our 
lives anew to renewing 
our relationship with 
Jesus, to yielding to 
Jesus’ Lordship and to 
impacting our culture 
for the sake of homes, 
our community and our 
country.

MINISTRIES

And Jesus came up and spoke to them saying, “All 
authority has been given to Me in Heaven and on 
earth. Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, 

baptizing them in the name of the Father and the Son and 
the Holy Spirit.” –Matthew 28:18-20

From the moment I 
accepted Christ as my 
Savior and Lord 42 years 
ago, out of gratitude for 
what He did for me at 
Calvary, I have wanted to 
worship Him and learn 
from His Word. I have 
listened intently and even 
taken detailed notes 
looking for what God 
would say to me.

Years ago when I was 
at a conference in West 
Monroe the preacher 
quoted the above verses 
and mentioned to the 
congregation that these 
were the last words of 
Jesus before He ascended into Heaven, at least according 
to Matthew. He made a point that a person’s last words are 
generally very important...of great significance. Jesus’ last 
words to His followers were, ”Go...make disciples...” And 
then the preacher said, “When we face Jesus we may well 
we ask, ‘How did you do with the last thing I instructed 
you to do?’. I have never forgotten that. These last words 
of Jesus (The Great Commission) have compelled me to 
heavily invest my life in discipling others.

The Apostle Paul instructing Timothy said, “And the things 
that you have heard from me among many witnesses, 
commit these to faithful men who will be able to teach 
others also.” Paul had discipled Timothy and is challenging 
him to now go disciple others. This is the very essence of 
what Jesus instructed us to do...make disciples who will 
make disciples. This is why I have invested much of my time 
the seven and a half years I have been at LOUMC discipling 
others, especially men.

Why men? Because God in His sovereign wisdom appointed 

MEN’S MINISTRY BY SAM LOBELLO
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MINISTRIES

Come spend the morning with us! If you 
are wondering what your purpose is...
What are you here for? Come Dive into 

God’s Word with Phyllis to find out! We will be 
meeting in the Family Life Center on Saturday, 
February 29th, 2020. It will be an enlightening 
experience. Doors will open at 8:30 am and we 
will get started at 9 am. Lunch will be served at 
11:30 am. Nursery will be provided. All FREE 
of charge. Please add your name and number 
of children to the sign up sheet in the foyer or 
you can sign up on our Facebook event page 
at Live Oak Church by February 16th, 2020 so 
we can plan for the meal! This event will end 
around noon.

Phlyllis E. Elvington has ministered around the 
world leading pastors and mission groups. 
She is well known in Christian circles for her 
energetic, uplifting, and well prepared style. 
She is also quite busy as a speaker leader for 
Bible studies, and prayer retreats in North and 
South Carolina. She is an awesome woman of 
God who loves to laugh. She currently resides 
in Fair Bluff, SC and is an active member of 
Tabor City Baptist Church. 

Don’t forget to bring your bible or device, 
whichever you prefer... She does a bible check! 
Looking forward to see you!

WHAT ON EARTH ARE WE HERE FOR?

BY JEANIE ACHORD

PHYLLIS E. ELLINGTON

LADIES CONFERENCE 2020
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MINISTRIES

PIECEMAKERS BY ANNIE TAYLOR

It’s truly amazing how God uses 
each one of us ladies and pieces 
of material to minister for Him. 

We have an average of fifteen to 
twenty ladies and several men that 
meet each Wednesday to piece 
together pieces of material, iron, put 
up quilting frames, tie double knots, 
hem, sew and cut fabric. We are 
honored to serve hospice centers, 
veteran homes, displaced children, 
individuals on dialysis and others 
that need our ministry. We have been 
blessed beyond measure. 

We operate on donations and God 
provides. If you’d like to help with the 
ministry or make a donation we would 
love either one. Helping to keep our 
love wrapped around His children.

BY LANDRA REED
SENIOR ADULTS

“Give thanks to the Lord, for He is good; His love 
endures forever.”  1 Chronicles 16:34

For most, the holiday season is a time for giving 
thanks.  But God blesses us so that we can 
give and bless others - and so that they will 

see God’s goodness and give thanks... We should 
give thanks in all things, and at all times to God the 

Father through Christ Jesus.  He has given us all 
we have and saved us from our sin.  Giving thanks 
is the least we can do!
 
I am thankful for all those who came to celebrate 
at the barn.  It was so wonderful seeing all your 
beautiful faces.  Thank you again for all those who 
helped.  It was our first Fall Feast, and hopefully 
not our last.

Come join us on December 2nd for lunch at 
Girasole on Wax Road for 11:00AM.  Your meal 
will be $15 per person, which will be collected 
at the bus.  The bus will leave at 10:40AM from 
the church.  Dessert and appetizers are on us.  
There will be four entrees to choose from, which 
are served with amazing homemade bread with a 
butter compote and salad.  A special thank you 
to Girasole for opening  on Monday for us.  They 
are usually closed on Monday’s and opened for a 
private party for us.  Please call the church or sign 
up at the Connection Center.  It is very important 
to have a head count.

I would like to also wish you all a Very Merry 
Christmas and Happy New Year!
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MINISTRIES

REFUGE BY SAM LOBELLO

• You feel out of control. 
 What began as an escape from 
 hassles of life has become hazardous. 
 Something-drugs, alcohol, 
 gambling, food, sex is taking over. 
 You feel like its slave.

• You still love your addiction, but it is no 
 longer friendly. 

• You think it is time for a change. 
 You already tried a few strategies, 
 but they didn’t work.

• Someone told you that you better change.

• You are sick and tired of lies and broken 
 relationships.

Would you like some help? Come 
join us on Thursdays at 7:00 PM in 
Room #2 for REFUGE!

Our REFUGE Group is a Christ Centered 
Support Group helping people who struggle 
with addiction. REFUGE is a unique blend 
of instruction, support encouragement and 
accountability.

The teaching and sharing that takes place 
within our group is very helpful and what we 
teach is often life changing! 

If you wrestle with addiction issues we are 
here to assist you on your journey to life 
recovery!

Your questions about our REFUGE Ministry 
can be answered by calling our Church 
Office at 664-4801 or email Bro. Sam at 
sam@loumc.org .

DO ANY OF THESE 
STATEMENTS FIT?
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BIRTHDAYS

HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO THOSE BORN IN DECEMBER

December 1st
Roy Soileau
Boo Foster

Monica Troxclair
Krystal Lynn Williamson

Peyton Normand
December 2nd
Sandy Starks
Donna Allen
Beverly Albin
Curt Delee

Lauren Guidry
Jessica Michgelsen

Aubrey Mixon
Layvin Larue

December 3rd
Gerald Brown

Janice Sandefer
Cynthia Creel
Vicki Prescott

Jarrod Hegwood
Jonathon Bordelon

Fisher Fontenot
Christian Allen
December 4th

John Hay
Rose Madar

Arlene Valenti
Gaynell Rhodes

Jody Shilling
Joanie Veenendaal

Travis Parker
December 5th
Lynne Jones
Justin Goins
Vicki Linder
Jamie Alello

Mark Robertson
Stacey Oxley

December 6th
Jenna Holman
David Wallace
Greg Lindsey
Max Rabalais
Carson Jones

Sophia Duplantis
December 7th
Betty Dupuy
Daryl Stevens
Patti Campbell
December 8th
Darryl Curtis

Carl Plitt
Stacy Drennan

Dwight Thibodeaux
Chase Lindsey
December 9th
Gwen Achord
Shirley Judge

Dorothy Morrison
Raymond Easterly
Karen Berthelot
Jayden Turner

December 10th
Perry Rushing
Pam Coleman
Bonnie Perkins

Ryan Jones
Brent Charlet

Brennon Rogers
Madison Lovette
December 11th

J Moore
Sharon King
Sue Lancon

Linda Compau
Meghan Smith
Chris Lacara

Sarah Campbell
Noah Rodriguez
December 12th

Bill Jackson
Martha Story

Marilea Spedale
Kenny Smith

December 13th
Martha Story

Alvaro Santiago
Mallory Grace
Nicole Dixon

Caroline Schiltz
Kaleb Gibson

December 14th
Edlena Wattigney

Will Knippers
Kaleb Robinson

Nathan Shepherd
Matthew Rayburn
Cooper Sandifer
December 15th

Rhonda McGehee
Chris Mycoskie

Michelle Rabalais
Brittany Tullier
Randi Martin

December 16th
Sue Hoge

Lori Holder
Tasha Rowe
Blane Roy

Sara Wilson
Shelby Antle

Maryssa Corkern
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Linda Compau
Meghan Smith
Chris Lacara

Sarah Campbell
Noah Rodriguez
December 12th

Bill Jackson
Martha Story

Marilea Spedale
Kenny Smith

December 13th
Martha Story

Alvaro Santiago
Mallory Grace
Nicole Dixon

Caroline Schiltz
Kaleb Gibson

December 14th
Edlena Wattigney

Will Knippers
Kaleb Robinson

Nathan Shepherd
Matthew Rayburn
Cooper Sandifer
December 15th

Rhonda McGehee
Chris Mycoskie

Michelle Rabalais
Brittany Tullier
Randi Martin

December 16th
Sue Hoge

Lori Holder
Tasha Rowe
Blane Roy

Sara Wilson
Shelby Antle

Maryssa Corkern

BIRTHDAYS

December 17th
Norma Morgan
Debra Kennard
Shelly Fillyaw
Christy Bellue
Heather Kipp

Kristopher Easterly
Maghen Bell
Caleb Day

December 18th
Gazelda Charbonnet

Kim Guzzardo
Laurie Dauzat

Brian Hall
Travis Johnson
December 19th
Mary Ann Allen

Mark Oxley
Rachel Burke

Lauryn Prescott
Colton Estave
Ragen Mullins

December 20th
Joycelyn Russo

Joseph Boutwell
Devona Foster
Jane Kojeski

Brandy Venable
December 21st
Sue Hickman

Calvin Underwood
Noel Alessi
Brent Cutrer

Justin Simoneaux
Zachary Heuvel
Kyleigh Spring

December 22nd
Betty Pique

Andy Davison
Sammi Rushing

Claire Barker
Alexandra Poole
Brett Scivicque
Gentry Rogers

December 23rd
Betty Amacker

Bob Griffin
Bubbie Cowart

Janna Taylor
Jason Conrad

Aimee Chavers
Rene’ Chedraui

Wyndham Pomeroy
December 24th
Bob Wascom
Michael White

Steve Petty
John Keith Johnson

Robin Wilson
December 25th
Tammy Hinds
Jamie Arnold

Jason Vineyard
Tobin Johnson
December 26th

Paul Bejeaux
James Griffith

Morio Solomon
Janelle McInnis
Carrie McKenzie

Lacie Thomas
Kevin Corkern

December 27th
Craig Harris

Mandy Wilson
Jamie Bueche

Cody Reine
Madison Waldrep
Zachary Morgan
December 28th

Mike Martin
Robert Poole
Sonny Soileau

Matthew Sandifer
Harleigh Emrick
Reagan Erwin

December 29th
Joanne Harthoorn
Mike McCumsey

Vetra Wilson
Rhonda Brown
Roger Guillory
Brady Gerstein

Amelia Melancon
December 30th

Roger Bailey
Benny Corkern
Jimmy Manno

Artie Lentz
Angela Hardin
Lee Sauceda

Thomas Hodges
Knight Lavergne
December 31st
Beth Jackson

Malakai Frawley
Ben Cowart

Nathaniel Bermes
Quentin Bermes
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EVENTS

GRIEF SUPPORT GROUP
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WEEKLY CALENDAR
SUNDAY
8:00 AM Traditional - Sanctuary
9:00 AM New Members Class - Room #16
10:00 AM Traditional - Sanctuary
10:00 AM Casual Contemporary - FLC
11:30 AM Contemporary - Sanctuary

MONDAY
6:30 PM Women’s Deeper Life
6:30 PM Men’s Deeper Life
6:30 PM Men’s Home Bible Study - Robert Poole’s 
House

WEDNESDAY
8:00 AM Quilter’s Ministry - FLC
6:00 - 7:30 PM CIA - 3yrs to 4th Grade
6:00 - 8:00 PM Axis56 - Middle School
6:00 - 8:00 PM 78Jump - Junior High
6:00 - 8:00 PM FocalPoint912 - High School

THURSDAY
6:00 PM Men’s Play and Pray Basketball - FLC
7:00 PM Refuge - Room #2
7:00 PM Mid Week Worship - Chapel

FRIDAY
5:30 AM Iron Man Study - Conference Room
6:30 PM Adult Co-ed Bible Study - Conference Room

4:30 PM   Contemporary Service
     (Dr. Mark Crosby)
6:00 PM   Traditional Service
     (Dr. Mark Crosby)
8:00 PM   Contemporary Service
     (Rev. David Orges)
11:00 PM  Watch Night Service
     (Rev. Dickie Davis)

ADULT EVENTS
MEN’S PRAYER BREAKFAST
7:30 AM on the second Saturday of every month.
NEW MEMBER’S CLASS
9:00 AM in Room #16
4 Week class that restarts the first Sunday of every month. For more info email 
sam@loumc.org

GRIEF SUPPORT GROUP
Wednesday, December 11th at 6:30 PM
We will be meeting at Duke’s Seafood and Steakhouse in Watson in place of our 
December meetings. 
Visit www.dukeseafoodandsteakhouse.com/menu for menu and pricing.
RSVP: Rhonda Greaud - Cell: 225-978-7729, Email: gabbiti@yahoo.com
MEN’S MINISTRY
Tuesday, January 14th at 6:30 PM
We will be having our Men’s Steak Dinner and Fellowship at Club 252.
Cost of meal: $15, however you can attend without purchasing a meal. We will 
show a 90 minute movie, Kingdom Men Rise: No More Excuses.
Sign up at the Information Desk at the Connection Center.
WOMEN’S MINISTRY
Saturday, February 29th in the FLC
Come Dive Into God’s Word with Phyllis E. Ellington.
Doors will open at 8:30 AM with the event starting at 9:00 AM.
Nursery is provided along with lunch at 11:30 AM, free of charge.
Sign up on our Facebook event page at Live Oak Church by February 16th.

FAMILY EVENTS
CHILDREN’S CHOIR MUSICAL
Sunday, December 15th at 6:00 PM
Our Children’s Choir will be presenting CAKE: Christmas Acts of Kindness 
Experiment. Come support our children’s choir and be encouraged to show acts 
of kindness in our community this Christmas season!

CHRISTMAS CD
Our 11:30 AM Praise Band Purpose has released a CD of all of your favorite 
songs and arrangements from the Christmas season. A Christmas With Purpose 
is now available on all your favorite streaming platforms - Spotify, Apple Music, 
Amazon Music, Pandora, etc. Physical copies are available by donation in the 
lobby or Church Office.

SAVE THE DATES
Saturday, February 1st, we will be having our annual Father Daughter Dance

Sunday, February 23rd, we will be having our second annual Family Laser tag 
event.

More information to come in the upcoming weeks about these events.

For more information about groups and events visit www.loumc.org or call (225) 664-4801

A TIME AND A PLACE FOR EVERYONE

December 2019 | Calendar of Events
• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •

CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICES
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Dr. Mark Crosby
Senior Pastor

Rev. Tommy Bergeron
Director of 
Pastoral Care 

Rev. Stephen Hebert
Minister of 
Pastoral Care

Cameron McKenzie
High School
Minister

Linda Holdman
Administrative 
Assistant

Coming together from a wide variety 
of backgrounds and experiences, our 
skilled team of pastors and ministry 

professionals are the backbone of Live 
Oak. Their ideas and leadership help 

shape the direction and mission of our 
organization as we continue to grow.

LOUMC STAFF

Carl Doescher
Junior High
Minister

Kim Pamplin
Office 
Professional

Faith Storck
Children’s 
Ministry Assistant

Rev. David Orges
Executive Pastor

Christy Henson
Office 
Professional
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Jim Otken
Treasurer

Monica Martin
Church 
Administrator

Rev. Dickie Davis
Associate Pastor

Rev. Sam Lobello
Director of Adult 
Ministries

Rev. Trent Barnett
Director of 
Worship Ministries

Rev. David Easley
Assistant Music 
Director

Trish Graves
Children’s 
Ministry Director

Danny Wilson
Audio Engineer

Chris Lacara
Maintenance 
Director

Amos Chassaing
Housekeeping

LOUMC STAFF

Dale Strickland
Maintenance 
Assistant

Seth Doiga
Music Director
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@LiveOakChurch.LA

@WeAreLiveOakChurch
@LOUStudentMinistry
@LOUMCKids

Live Oak United Methodist Church
34890 La Hwy 16
Denham Springs, LA 70706

Facebook

FOLLOW US ON 
SOCIAL MEDIA

@LiveOakKids
@FocalPoint912
@Jump78
@Axis56

Twitter

Instagram


